Media Release

Closure of Massey University Bachelor of Social Work 
programme at Wellington a backward step
The Aotearoa New Zealand Association of Social Workers (ANZASW) – New Zealand’s professional association for social workers – is questioning Massey University’s proposed closure of the Bachelor of Social Work programme at its Wellington campus and is calling for the Government to do more to support social work education. 
Plans to close the School are at odds with factors such as a documented shortage of social workers in New Zealand in areas such as child care and protection, mental health and work with New Zealand’s ageing population. It is also at odds with the increased demand for quality social work in meeting pressing social needs. 
Through its liaison with Social Work educators in New Zealand, ANZASW is aware that there has been an ongoing, unresolved issue around the category of funding for social workers that sees social work education under-funded in comparison to other professions such as midwifery. This should not however be a factor in closing down Social Work programmes. 
The funding issue has been drawn to the attention of organisations such as the Social Workers Registration Board which since 2006 has required new social workers seeking registration to hold a Bachelors degree. The Board has a role in advising the Government on how best to support the social work profession. 
The ANZASW is concerned that the Government’s commitment to supporting high standards of social work practice and raising the status of the profession, including the establishment of the Registration Board, are not translating into actions that protect fundamentals such as social work education. 

ANZASW is particularly concerned for the current social work students at Massey University in Wellington. We believe that it is essential that careful consideration is given to supporting these students to enable them to complete their training without any loss of quality in the delivery of their degree programme. Individuals who will be affected by the proposed closure, some who may have relocated to Wellington specifically to study, must receive support. 
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Further information

In November 2005 the Department of Labour published the outcomes of its occupational skill shortage assessment for social workers. This indicated that although there is increasing demand for social workers due to increased government spending on child care and protection, mental health and older people, this demand has not been matched by supply from social work education. 

This problem created shortfalls in qualified social workers in the 1990’s and early 2000’s and indications are that tertiary education will continue to fail to produce sufficient qualified social workers in the foreseeable future. 

The first social work degree programme in Aotearoa New Zealand was provided in 1949 by Victoria University in Wellington. Unfortunately this course closed a number of years ago but later Massey University offered a Bachelor of Social Work programme in Wellington. While social work degrees are offered by Te Wananga o Aotearoa and Whitireia Community Polytechnic in Porirua the loss of a university degree programme in the capital is a significant loss to the social work profession in this country.

Background for ANZASW

The Aotearoa New Zealand Association of Social Workers (ANZASW) is the professional association for social workers in Aotearoa New Zealand. It was formed in 1964 and currently has approximately 3300 members 

ANZASW operates under a bicultural model in accordance with Te Tiriti o Waitangi. This means that the principles of partnership, participation and protection of rights are woven into and throughout the organisational structure and services that are provided. Through this, ANZASW is unique amongst professional bodies in its ability to provide specialist support to both Tangata Whenua and Tau Iwi members.

All full members of ANZASW are required to complete a competency assessment process. In addition ANZASW has historically provided a social work course recognition process and has assessed a number of social work degree programmes against the ANZASW Code of Ethics and standards of practice.
